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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analysis and compare the perception and the production of Thai
consonants, vowels and tones by Mandarin speakers with different proficiency in spoken Thai. The speakers
were divided into 2 groups; superior proficiency level and intermediate proficiency level in spoken Thai, 10
speakers per group, aged between 18-23 years old. The data were divided into 2 parts; the perception test
by using the discrimination task and the production test of initial consonants, final consonants,

monophthongs, diphthongs and tones in Standard Thai.

The findings indicated that the perception and production of the initial consonants, final
consonants, monophthongs, diphthongs and tones in Standard Thai of the Mandarin speakes with superior
proficiency level in spoken Thai were better than the intermediate proficiency level group. However, the
perception and the production of Standard Thai sounds of all speakers were the same direction as follows:
1) all of Mandarin Chinese speakers were confused between voiceless unaspirated stops and voiced stops
2) the speakers can recognize the initial consonant /r/ but incorrectly pronouce 3) there was some
confusion between the initial consonant /1)/ and other nasal initial consonants 4) the speakers were
confused to regognize and produce the final stops and the final /-1)/ with other final nasals. 5) there was
confusion about the vowel length of vowels which had the same position of tongue 6) The speakers were

confused between /€/ /€1/ /3/ /31/ /9/ and /9%/ and other vowels.

There was a relationship between the perception and the production of Standard Thai sounds.The
factors about L1 interference, language exposure, length of residence, formal instruction and language

training had an influence in the perception and the production of Standard Thai of Mandarin speakers.





