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Sexting: Impacts on Lampang Teenagers and Law Implications

Pongprad Soonthornpasuch
Lecturer in Laws Program

Lampang Rajabhat University

Abstract

This research titled “Sexting: Impacts on Lampang Teenagers and Law Implications” aimed to
study the impacts of sexting on Lampang teenagers, to investigate Thai laws on sexting and to suggest
laws, measures, guidelines to protect violence against youth from sexting. The data were obtained from
400 lampang teenagers by conducting self-administered questionnaires, 2 focus-group interviews and in-
depth interviews.

The research found that 65% of Lampang teenagers used to receive verbal sexting. The form
received most was dirty joke. The most senders were friends. When the teenagers received sexting, most
of them felt nothing and funny respectively. 70.28% of the teenagers used to receive sexual images or
video clips. The most forms received were advertising and sexual cartoons respectively. The most senders
were online friends.

Lampang teenagers considered that people who posted nude pictures in the Internet would get
negative impacts on themselves such as to be considered indecent; had bad reputation, and had troubles
with those around them. In general, Lampang teenagers agreed that posting others’ nude pictures online
and forwarding or sharing such objects were illegal. However, they were not sure whether keeping nude
pictures sent from others in their own devices for personal using was illegal or not.

In Thailand, there were legal approaches on sexting problems via criminal law, civil and
commercial law and computer law. Regarding the Criminal Code, the related offences were defamation
and the offence of producing, obtaining, importing, trading or supplying obscene materials. Regarding the
Civil and Commercial Code, the related offence was wrongful act against the reputation, the credit of
another person, which was a civil defamation. Concerning the computer law, the main act applied was the
Computer Crime Act B.E. 2550 (2007).

Keyword: Sexting, Child pornography, Online safty
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