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Abstract

This Research entitled “Guidelines and Appropriateness to the Increase in
Penalties of Fraud Offense under the Criminal Code” has the objectives (1) to study
the appropriateness of proposedmodels and approaches which increase the penalty
of fraudulent actions under the criminal code indemnify the damage attributable to
the crime; (2) to observe opinions of law practitioners whose fields of working are
closely relevant to the direct law enforcement on the increasing penalties.
Regarding research methodology, the focus groups are composed of business
entrepreneurs, the public and law students with 20 persons per group, totaling 60
persons. The participants for in-depth interviews are composed of judges, public
prosecutors, lawyers, legal scholars, locality officers and police officers with 3
persons per group, totaling 18 persons.

The Research found that the current punishments of the criminal fraud
offense under the Criminal Code, from article 341-348 are struggling to evolve more
in concert with economic and social changes. As the fine is not in line with inflation,
the penalties of imprisonment are lighter than the cost of harms and losses of
welfare. The criminal penalty enforcement does not sufficiently address the
fraudulent acts conducted by the aggregate group of fraudsters. Furthermore, there
are a variety of fraud offenses that employ information and communications
technologies. For example, print media, television and radio to deceive the public in

order to exploit greater benefits from wider range of the victim of fraud.

In conclusion, Researcher has suggested the following: (1) the fine rate

should be adjusted in concert with the changing rate of inflation (2) the punishment
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by imprisonment should be liable to the magnitude of the damage and (3) the
escalating gravity of penalties should be legitimated and therefore applied to any
fraud act performed by public media or other means which contribute to the

communications of deceptive acts.





